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SUBJECT: COMMANDANTS' MEETING WITH GOVERNING MAYOR 

1. AT COMMANDANTS' JANUARY 21 MEETING WITH GOVERNING 
MAYOR, SCHUETZ FOCUSED ALMOST ENTIRELY ON QUESTION OF 
WHETHER SENAT OR ERG SHOULD HANDLE TELTOW CANAL 
NEGOTIATIONS WITH GDR. HE SAID HE WOULD PREFER SEE 
FRG HANDLE ENTIRE SET OF NEGOTIATIONS, PRINCIPALLY BE- 
CAUSE CRUNCH QUESTION IS GOING TO BE WHO PAYS HOW MUCH, 
AND HE HAD JUST AS SOON NOT HAVE SENAT DIRECTLY INVOLVED 
IN THIS QUESTION. ON OTHER HAND, HE SAID BOTH BONN 
AND GDR SEEM HAVE PREEERENCE LET SENAT TAKE TELTOW 
CANAL PORTION. IT COULD BE, HE SAID, THAT NEGOTIATIONS 
WOULD BE QUICKER AND LESS CONTENTIOUS IF SENAT HANDLED 
AND HE WOULD BE QUITE WILLING TAKE ON IE BONN SO 
WISHES AND ALLIES APPROVE. HE ASKED WHETHER ALLIES 
HAVE ANY PREEERENCE AND SAID ANY SUCH PREEERENCE REGIS- 
TERED IN BONN WOULD DOUBTLESS HAVE INFLUENCE ON FRG 
DECISION. NONE OF COMMANDANTS EXPRESSED ANY OPINION ON 
THIS. ON NEGOTIATIONS IN GENERAL, SCHUETZ SAID SOME- 
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WEEK OR TWO GAUS SHOULD BE GETTING INDICATIONS OF WAY 
IN WHICH GDR INTENDS CONDUCT ITSELF. ASKED WHETHER 
SENAT WOULD BE CONSULTED AND KEPT APPRISED OF PROGRESS 
OF NEGOTIATIONS, SCHUETZ SAID HE HAD BEEN ASSURED SENAT 
WOULD BE KEPT FULLY INVOLVED. HE ADDED WRYLY THAT HE 
WOULD HAVE TO WAIT AND SEE HOW THIS WORKS OUT IN PRACTICE. 

2. ON FORTHCOMING ELECTION, SCHUETZ WOULD NOT BE DRAWN 
OUT, SAYING ONLY THAT IT IS DIFFICULT GIVE OBJECTIVE 
APPRAISAL. HE SAID THERE HAVE BEEN A FEW MINOR DIS- 
TURBANCES AT ELECTION RALLIES, BUT HE EXPECTS NO SERIOUS 
TROUBLE, EXCEPT PERHAPS IF BED MANAGES SET UP ANY MEET- 
INGS. SCHUETZ CHARACTERIZED BED AS A PUBLIC RELATIONS 
FIRM RATHER THAN A PARTY, SAID IT WAS HAVING DIFFICULTY 
PAYING ITS BILLS MUCH LESS RUNNING SERIOUS ELECTION 
CAMPAIGN, AND SAID SUCH ERSTWHILE BACKERS AS STRAUSS AND 
SPRINGER PROBABLY OPPOSED TO IDEA OF ITS ATTEMPTING 
BECOME POLITICAL PARTY. COMMENT: ON ELECTION 
CAMPAIGN GENERALLY, SPANGENBERG EARLIER IN DAY MENTIONED 
TO MINISTER RECENT POLL WHICH GAVE SPD 47, CDU 42 AND FDP 
5.8 PERCENT. THAT WOULD PUT FDP DANGEROUSLY NEAR 
POLITICAL VANISHING POINT, BUT OTHER FORECASTS, INCLUDING 
THAT CITED THIS WEEK'S SPIEGEL, HAS FDP HOLDING ON WITH 
ABOUT 7 PERCENT.GEORGE 
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